In 1931, Van Cleave described Fessisentis fessus as a new species of Acanthocephala and named a new genus, Fessisentis, and a new family, Fessisentidae, to reflect its taxonomic position. He felt that the form of the proboscis receptacle (with a pouchlike thickening containing several prominent nuclei at the posterior end of the outer wall), form of the testes (filiform with indistinct boundaries and extending at least three-fourths the length of the trunk), possession of one retinaculum (rather than two), an unusual number of cement glands (four), and protonephridial organs associated with the uterine bell served as evidence of the distinctness of the Fessisentidae. Van Cleave later recognized that structures originally interpreted as protonephridia are pockets of the selector apparatus (Haley and Bullock, 1953). F. fessus was described from freshwater drum, Aplodinotus grunniens, collected at Money, Mississippi, and until the current paper there is no published record of additional collections.
Hughes and Moore (1943) The known geographical distribution of F. vancleavei is restricted to the vicinity of Tahlequah, Oklahoma. Thus, it is the only species of the genus known to occur west of the Mississippi River.
Fessisentis friedi, nom. n. (Fig. 1 Species of Fessisentis are highly variable and few, if any, single diagnostic characters are recognized. Recognition depends upon comparison of many characters, the ranges of which frequently overlap at the extremes. Lemniscal length seems a relatively consistent difference among species. F. friedi possesses lemnisci much shorter than those of F. fessus, shorter than those of F. vancleavei, and generally longer than those of F. necturorum. Fried and Koplin (1967) reported that no branched lemnisci were observed among their specimens of F. friedi. This, then, is the only species of Fessisentis in which branched lemnisci have not been observed. Although proboscis shape is variable, F. friedi differs from other species of the genus by possession, in general, of a long, cylindrical proboscis (Fig. 1) aimed, especially in females, with more hooks per longitudinal row (Fig. 13) .
Fessisentis friedi is recorded only from southeastern New Hampshire, southeastern Massachusetts (Haley and Bullock, 1953; Bullock, pers. comm.), and from Northampton County, Pennsylvania (Fried, Kitchen, and Koplin, 1964), suggesting that its distribution may be limited to the northeastern edge of the Appalachian Mountains and the bordering coastal plain. None of several fish and amphibian surveys from the Atlantic's southern coastal plain has reported presence of this species. (Fig. 13) , but is distinguished from it by possession of a terminal genital pore in females, much shorter lemnisci, and smaller eggs. Proboscis hooks of F. necturorum gradually decrease in length proximally and are not present as two distinct size groups. F. necturorum resembles F. friedi in many characters. Although features of proboscis armature overlap at the extremes, series of specimens may be distinguished by these characters (Fig. 13) . In general, F. necturorum also differs from F. friedi in proboscis shape and size (Figs. 1, 2, 12) , receptacle sac length, lemniscus length, and testis width.
Knowledge of host and geographical distribution of Fessisentis necturorum was increased when Richard Heard discovered that it parasitized Ambystoma opacum larvae in the vicinity of Athens, Georgia. Previously F. nec- discussed the unusual number of cement glands in Fessisentis, but felt that it merely supported family level distinctness of other characters. In view of the fact that the nuclear pouch at the posterior extremity of the outer wall of the proboscis receptacle, muscular construction of the receptacle walls, and form of testes are, as far as known, unique, family level recognition would seem merited. Until other genera with these characters are known, the family Fessisentidae is characterized by Fessisentis, the only included genus.
